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DETAILED ACTION 



Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 



2. Claim 9 is objected to because of the following informalities: the word "has" from line 
25 of page 45 should be "have" because this verb is applied to both of "said first image 
formation apparatus and said second image formation apparatus" on lines 24 and 25 of page 45. 
Appropriate correction is required. 



3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



4. Claims 7-8, 13-18, and 21-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over the combination of Second embodiment and Third embodiment of Owa et al. (US Patent 
No. 6,348,971 B2). 

As to claim 7, Owa, from Second Embodiment, teaches an image formation system (fig. 



Claim Objections 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



7) which has an information processing apparatus (21 in fig. 7) capable of selectively 
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transmitting a series of image data composed of plural pages containing first kind image data and 
second kind image data different from the first kind image data (30 in fig. 7 indicates that a 
document including the color image data and the monochrome image data) to a first image 
formation apparatus and a second image formation apparatus in the page unit (30a in fig. 7 
indicates the color printer 31a for printing the color print page group 30a; and the monochrome 
printer 31c for receiving and printing the monochrome print page group 30b), the system 
comprising: 

control means (i.e., the print data generation system 21 in fig. 7) a box of the transmit 
print data S49 in fig. 11) for controlling to transmit (It is noted that the print data generation 
system 21 in fig. 7 has a function for controlling to transmit the print data to the selected printer 
which is indicated at a box of the transmit print data S49 in fig. 11) the first kind image data to 
the first image formation apparatus and transmit the second kind image data to the second image 
formation apparatus from the series of image data (col 8, lines 49-56 describes that a document 
data is sorted into a first print page group 30a consisting of color print pages and a second print 
page group 30b consisting of monochrome print pages, and then the print page group 30a and 
30b are transmitted to the color printer and monochrome printer, respectively "col. 8, lines 65- 



However, Owa, from this embodiment, does not teach the transmission timing is 
controlled by the control means for the first kind image data to the first image formation 
apparatus differ from the transmission timing of the second kind image data to the second 
formation apparatus in accordance with a function of the first or second image formation 
apparatus. 



67"). 



Application/Control Number: 09/6 1 2,435 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2624 

Owa, from Third embodiment, teaches transmission timing is set for the first kind image 
data to the first image formation apparatus differ from the transmission timing of the second kind 
image data to the second formation apparatus in accordance with a function of the first or second 
image formation apparatus (cob6, lines 40-46 describes that if the print data contains color print 
data, which would be considered as the first kind image data, is determined, then the color print 
data is transmitted to the color printer preceding any other data. Therefore, the different kinds of 
image data for transmitting to the different kinds of the printers are arranged in the different 
timing). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the printing system of Owa for controlling the transmission timing 
of the first kind image data to the first image formation apparatus differ from the transmission 
timing of the second kind image data to the second formation apparatus in accordance with a 
function of the first or second image formation apparatus as taught by Owa from the third 
embodiment. The suggestion for modifying the printing system of the second embodiment of 
Owa can be reasoned by one of ordinary skill in the art as set forth above by the third 
embodiment of Owa because the modified systems would increase the functionalities of the 
control system "21 in fig. 7" for controlling to arrange the different transmission timing for the 
different kinds of image data to the different kinds of the printers. Such modification of the 
printing system would allow the printers to output the printed pages at the same time and a user 
can pick up the whole document in the different printers at the same time. 

As to claim 8, Owa discloses every feature discussed in claim 7, and Owa further teaches 
the function includes a first function to perform spooling processing (col. 16, lines 55-57 
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describes that the function of the color printer to perform spooling processing by converting the 
color page into color print data preceding other pages). 

As to claim 13, Owa discloses every feature discussed in claim 7, and Owa further 
teaches the first kind image data represents a BW image and the second kind image data 
represents a color image (col. 8, lines 52-56 indicates that the document contains color and 
monochrome print pages, it is sorted into a print page group 30b consisting of monochrome "or 
BW" print pages and a print page group 30a consisting of color print pages). 

As to claim 14, Owa discloses every feature discussed in claim 8, and Owa further 
teaches the first kind image data represents a photograph image and the second kind image data 
represents a character image (col 8, lines 52-56 indicates that the document contains color and 
monochrome print pages, it is sorted into a print page group 30b consisting of monochrome "or 
BW" print pages and a print page group 30a consisting of color print pages. It is noted that a 
photograph image would be considered as one of color image data group because the photograph 
image consisting of color data and high resolution, and a character image would be considered as 
one of monochrome image data group because the character image consisting of black and white 
text data). 

As to claim 15, Owa, from Second Embodiment, teaches a control method of an image 
formation system (fig. 7) which has an information processing apparatus (21 in fig. 7) capable of 
selectively transmitting a series of image data composed of plural pages containing first kind 
image data and second kind image data different from the first kind image data (30 in fig. 7 
indicates that a document including the color image data and the monochrome image data) to a 
first image formation apparatus and a second image formation apparatus in the page unit (30a in 
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fig. 7 indicates the color printer 31a for printing the color print page group 30a; and the 
monochrome printer 31c for receiving and printing the monochrome print page group 30b), the 
system comprising: 

a control step of controlling to transmit (i.e., a function for controlling to transmit the 
print data to the selected printer which is indicated at a box of the transmit print data S49 in fig. 
1 1) the first kind image data to the first image formation apparatus and transmit the second kind 
image data to the second image formation apparatus from the series of image data (col. 8, lines 
49-56 describes that a document data is sorted into a first print page group 30a consisting of 
color print pages and a second print page group 30b consisting of monochrome print pages, and 
then the print page group 30a and 30b are transmitted to the color printer and monochrome 
printer, respectively "col. 8, lines 65-67"). 

However, Owa, from this embodiment, does not teach the transmission timing of the first 
kind image data to the first image formation apparatus differ from the transmission timing of the 
second kind image data to the second formation apparatus in accordance with a function of the 
first or second image formation apparatus. 

Owa, from Third embodiment, teaches transmission timing is set for the first kind image 
data to the first image formation apparatus differ from the transmission timing of the second kind 
image data to the second formation apparatus in accordance with a function of the first or second 
image formation apparatus (col. 6, lines 40-46 describes that if the print data contains color print 
data, which would be considered as the first kind image data, is determined, then the color print 
data is transmitted to the color printer preceding any other data Therefore, the different kinds of 
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image data for transmitting to the different kinds of the printers are arranged in the different 
timing). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the transmitting step of Owa to be controlled so that the 
transmission timing of the first kind image data to the first image formation apparatus differ from 
the transmission timing of the second kind image data to the second formation apparatus in 
accordance with a function of the first or second image formation apparatus as taught by Owa 
from the third embodiment. The suggestion for modifying the printing system of the second 
embodiment of Owa can be reasoned by one of ordinary skill in the art as set forth above by the 
third embodiment of Owa because the modified systems would increase the functionalities of the 
control system u 21 in fig. 7" including additional control step for controlling to arrange the 
different transmission timing for the different kinds of image data to the different kinds of the 
printers. Such modification of the printing system would allow the printers to output the printed 
pages at the same time and a user can pick up the whole document in the different printers at the 
same time. 

As to claim 16, Owa, from Second Embodiment, a storage medium which stores a 
computer-readable program to cause an image formation system to execute the following steps 
(col. 17, lines 59-63), an image formation system (fig. 7) having an information processing 
apparatus (21 in fig. 7) capable of selectively transmitting a series of image data composed of 
plural pages containing first kind image data and second kind image data different from the first 
kind image data (30 in fig. 7 indicates that a document including the color image data and the 
monochrome image data) to a first image formation apparatus and a second image formation 
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apparatus in the page unit (30a in fig. 7 indicates the color printer 31a for printing the color print 
page group 30a; and the monochrome printer 31c for receiving and printing the monochrome 
print page group 30b), the system comprising: 

a control step of controlling to transmit (i.e., a function for controlling to transmit the 
print data to the selected printer which is indicated at a box of the transmit print data S49 in fig. 
1 1) the first kind image data to the first image formation apparatus and transmit the second kind 
image data to the second image formation apparatus from the series of image data (col. 8, lines 
49-56 describes that a document data is sorted into a first print page group 30a consisting of 
color print pages and a second print page group 30b consisting of monochrome print pages, and 
then the print page group 30a and 30b are transmitted to the color printer and monochrome 
printer, respectively "col. 8, lines 65-67"). 

However, Owa, from this embodiment, does not teach the transmission timing of the first 
kind image data to the first image formation apparatus differ from the transmission timing of the 
second kind image data to the second formation apparatus in accordance with a function of the 
first or second image formation apparatus. 

Owa, from Third embodiment, teaches transmission timing is set for the first kind image 
data to the first image formation apparatus differ from the transmission timing of the second kind 
image data to the second formation apparatus in accordance with a function of the first or second 
image formation apparatus (col. 6, lines 40-46 describes that if the print data contains color print 
data, which would be considered as the first kind image data, is determined, then the color print 
data is transmitted to the color printer preceding any other data. Therefore, the different kinds of 
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image data for transmitting to the different kinds of the printers are arranged in the different 
timing). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the transmitting step of Owa to be controlled so that the 
transmission timing of the first kind image data to the first image formation apparatus differ from 
the transmission timing of the second kind image data to the second formation apparatus in 
accordance with a function of the first or second image formation apparatus as taught by Owa 
from the third embodiment. The suggestion for modifying the printing system of the second 
embodiment of Owa can be reasoned by one of ordinary skill in the art as set forth above by the 
third embodiment of Owa because the modified systems would increase the functionalities of the 
control system "21 in fig. 7" including additional control step for controlling to arrange the 
different transmission timing for the different kinds of image data to the different kinds of the 
printers. Such modification of the printing system would allow the printers to output the printed 
pages at the same time and a user can pick up the whole document in the different printers at the 
same time. 

As to claim 17, Owa, from Second Embodiment, teaches an image formation system (fig. 
7) which has an information processing apparatus (21 in fig. 7) capable of selectively 
transmitting image data (30 in fig. 7 indicates that a document including the color image data and 
the monochrome image data) to plural image formation apparatuses (30a in fig. 7 indicates the 
color printer 3 la for printing the color print page group 30a; and the monochrome printer 3 lc for 
receiving and printing the monochrome print page group 30b), comprising: 
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control means (i.e., the print data generation system 21 in fig. 7) for controlling to 
transmit (It is noted that the print data generation system 21 in fig. 7 has a function for 
controlling to transmit the print data to the selected printer which is indicated at a box of the 
transmit print data S49 in fig. 1 1) a part of pages to the first image formation apparatus and 
transmit remaining pages to the image formation apparatuses other than the first image formation 
apparatus from the series of image data composed of plural pages (col. 8, lines 49-56 describes 
that a document data is sorted into a first print page group 30a consisting of color print pages and 
a remaining print page group 30b consisting of monochrome print pages, and then the print page 
group 30a and 30b are transmitted to the color printer and monochrome printer, respectively 
"col. 8, lines 65-67"; and since fig. 9a indicates that the printer state management table from the 
printing system including plural different types of printers "col. 10, lines 23-34", the remaining 
pages would be transmitted to other printers "3 la-3 lc in fig. 7" based on the characteristics from 
the remaining pages and based on the printer selection means "25 in fig. 7" "col 8, lines 24-29"). 

However, Owa, from this embodiment, does not teach the transmission timing is 
controlled by the control means for the image data to the first image formation apparatus differ 
from the transmission timing of the image data to the other formation apparatuses in accordance 
with a function of the first or other image formation apparatuses. 

Owa, from Third embodiment, teaches transmission timing is set for the image data to the 
first image formation apparatus differ from the transmission timing of the image data to the other 
formation apparatuses in accordance with a function of the first or other image formation 
apparatus (col. 6, lines 40-46 describes that if the print data contains color print data or image 
data high in print resolution "col. 16, lines 52-53", which would be considered as the first kind 
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image data, is determined, then the color print data is transmitted to the color printer preceding 
any other data. Therefore, the different kinds of image data for transmitting to the different kinds 
of the printers are arranged in the different timing). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the printing system of Owa for controlling the transmission timing 
of the part of pages to the first image formation apparatus differ from the transmission timing of 
the remaining pages to the other formation apparatuses in accordance with a function of the first 
or other image formation apparatuses as taught by Owa from the third embodiment. The 
suggestion for modifying the printing system of the second embodiment of Owa can be reasoned 
by one of ordinary skill in the art as set forth above by the third embodiment of Owa because the 
modified systems would increase the functionalities of the control system "21 in fig. 7" for 
controlling to arrange the different transmission timing for the different kinds of image data to 
the different kinds of the printers. Such modification of the printing system would allow the 
printers to output the printed pages at the same time and a user can pick up the whole document 
in the different printers at the same time. 

As to claim 18, Owa discloses every feature discussed in claim 17, and Owa further 
teaches the function includes a first function to perform spooling processing (col. 16, lines 55-57 
describes that the function of the color printer to perform spooling processing by converting the 
color page into color print data preceding other pages). 

As to claim 21, Owa, from Second Embodiment, teaches a control method of an image 
formation system (fig. 7) which has an information processing apparatus (21 in fig. 7) capable of 
selectively transmitting image data (30 in fig. 7 indicates that a document including the color 
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image data and the monochrome image data) to plural image formation apparatuses (30a in fig. 7 
indicates the color printer 3 la for printing the color print page group 30a; and the monochrome 
printer 31c for receiving and printing the monochrome print page group 30b), comprising: 

a control step of controlling to transmit for controlling to transmit (It is noted that the 
print data generation system 21 in fig. 7 has a function for controlling to transmit the print data to 
the selected printer which is indicated at a box of the transmit print data S49 in fig. 1 1) a part of 
pages to the first image formation apparatus and transmit remaining pages to the image 
formation apparatuses other than the first image formation apparatus from the series of image 
data composed of plural pages (col. 8, lines 49-56 describes that a document data is sorted into a 
first print page group 30a consisting of color print pages and a remaining print page group 30b 
consisting of monochrome print pages, and then the print page group 30a and 30b are transmitted 
to the color printer and monochrome printer, respectively "col. 8, lines 65-67"; and since fig. 9a 
indicates that the printer state management table from the printing system including plural 
different types of printers "col. 10, lines 23-34", the remaining pages would be transmitted to 
other printers "3 la-3 lc in fig. 7" based on the characteristics from the remaining pages and 
based on the printer selection means "25 in fig. 7" "col. 8, lines 24-29"). 

However, Owa, from this embodiment, does not teach the transmission timing of the 
image data to the first image formation apparatus differ from the transmission timing of the 
image data to the other formation apparatuses in accordance with a function of the first or other 
image formation apparatuses. 

Owa, from Third embodiment, teaches transmission timing is set for the image data to the 
first image formation apparatus differ from the transmission timing of the image data to the other 
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formation apparatuses in accordance with a function of the first or other image formation 
apparatus (col. 6, lines 40-46 describes that if the print data contains color print data or image 
data high in print resolution "col. 16, lines 52-53", which would be considered as the first kind 
image data, is determined, then the color print data is transmitted to the color printer preceding 
any other data. Therefore, the different kinds of image data for transmitting to the different kinds 
of the printers are arranged in the different timing). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the transmitting step of Owa to be controlled so that the 
transmission timing of the part of pages to the first image formation apparatus differ from the 
transmission timing of the remaining pages to the other formation apparatuses in accordance 
with a function of the first or other image formation apparatuses as taught by Owa from the third 
embodiment. The suggestion for modifying the printing system of the second embodiment of 
Owa can be reasoned by one of ordinary skill in the art as set forth above by the third 
embodiment of Owa because the modified systems would increase the functionalities of the 
control system "21 in fig. 7" for controlling to arrange the different transmission timing for the 
different kinds of image data to the different kinds of the printers. Such modification of the 
printing system would allow the printers to output the printed pages at the same time and a user 
can pick up the whole document in the different printers at the same time. 

As to claim 22, Owa, from Second Embodiment, teaches a storage medium which stores 
a computer-readable program to cause an image formation system to execute the following steps 
(col. 17, lines 59-63), an image formation system (fig. 7) having an information processing 
apparatus (21 in fig. 7) capable of selectively transmitting image data (30 in fig. 7 indicates that a 
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document including the color image data and the monochrome image data) to plural image 
formation apparatuses (30a in fig. 7 indicates the color printer 31a for printing the color print 
page group 30a; and the monochrome printer 3 lc for receiving and printing the monochrome 
print page group 30b), comprising: 

a control step of controlling to transmit for controlling to transmit (It is noted that the 
print data generation system 2 1 in fig. 7 has a function for controlling to transmit the print data to 
the selected printer which is indicated at a box of the transmit print data S49 in fig. 1 1) a part of 
pages to the first image formation apparatus and transmit remaining pages to the image 
formation apparatuses other than the first image formation apparatus from the series of image 
data composed of plural pages (col. 8, lines 49-56 describes that a document data is sorted into a 
first print page group 30a consisting of color print pages and a remaining print page group 30b 
consisting of monochrome print pages, and then the print page group 30a and 30b are transmitted 
to the color printer and monochrome printer, respectively "col. 8, lines 65-67"; and since fig. 9a 
indicates that the printer state management table from the printing system including plural 
different types of printers "col. 10, lines 23-34", the remaining pages would be transmitted to 
other printers "3 la-3 lc in fig. 7" based on the characteristics from the remaining pages and 
based on the printer selection means "25 in fig. 7" "col. 8, lines 24-29"). 

However, Owa, from this embodiment, does not teach the transmission timing of the 
image data to the first image formation apparatus differ from the transmission timing of the 
image data to the other formation apparatuses in accordance with a function of the first or other 
image formation apparatuses. 
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Owa, from Third embodiment, teaches transmission timing is set for the image data to the 
first image formation apparatus differ from the transmission timing of the image data to the other 
formation apparatuses in accordance with a function of the first or other image formation 
apparatus (col. 6, lines 40-46 describes that if the print data contains color print data or image 
data high in print resolution "col. 16, lines 52-53", which would be considered as the first kind 
image data, is determined, then the color print data is transmitted to the color printer preceding 
any other data. Therefore, the different kinds of image data for transmitting to the different kinds 
of the printers are arranged in the different timing). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the transmitting step of Owa to be controlled so that the 
transmission timing of the part of pages to the first image formation apparatus differ from the 
transmission timing of the remaining pages to the other formation apparatuses in accordance 
with a function of the first or other image formation apparatuses as taught by Owa from the third 
embodiment. The suggestion for modifying the printing system of the second embodiment of 
Owa can be reasoned by one of ordinary skill in the art as set forth above by the third 
embodiment of Owa because the modified systems would increase the functionalities of the 
control system "21 in fig. 7" for controlling to arrange the different transmission timing for the 
different kinds of image data to the different kinds of the printers. Such modification of the 
printing system would allow the printers to output the printed pages at the same time and a user 
can pick up the whole document in the different printers at the same time. 
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5. Claims 1 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
combination of Second embodiment and Third embodiment of Owa et al. (US Patent No. 
6,348,971 B2) as applied to claim 7, and in view of First embodiment of Owa. 

As to claim 11, Owa, with respect to the second and third embodiments, discloses every 
feature discussed in claim 7, in which Owa teaches the information processing apparatus and the 
image processing apparatus, which are the same apparatus (i.e., the print data generation system 
21 in fig. 7) connects to a plurality of printers (3 Is in fig. 7); and the status of selected printers is 
reported to the user on the display means (col. 12, lines 58-63). 

However, Owa, from the second and third embodiments, dost not teaches the information 
processing apparatus can input image data from a remote image processing apparatus, the control 
means includes display control means for selectively displaying message information to operator 
on the image processing apparatus, the first image formation apparatus and the second image 
apparatus, and the control means determines that the information has to be displayed on which of 
the image processing apparatus, the first image formation apparatus and the second apparatus in 
accordance with the function of the first and the second apparatus. 

Owa, with respect to the first embodiment, teaches the information processing apparatus 
(i.e., a server 3 in fig. 1) can input image data from a remote image processing apparatus (i.e., a 
host computer 1 in fig. 1), the control means includes display control means for selectively 
displaying message information to operator on the image processing apparatus, the first image 
formation apparatus and the second image apparatus, and the control means determines that the 
information has to be displayed on which of the image processing apparatus, the first image 
formation apparatus and the second apparatus in accordance with the function of the first and the 
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second apparatus (col. 17, lines 35-52 describes that the server 3 "in fig. 1" would input the 
request from each host computer 1 "col. 17, lines 47-48 "and informs the host computer 1 of the 
selected optimum printer for each pages group which is displayed on the screen "in fig. 12b"). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the printing system from the second and third embodiments of 
Owa in order to include a server for connecting to the printers and reporting the status of the 
selected printers to the host computer as taught by the first embodiment of Owa. The suggestion 
for modifying the printing system of the second and third embodiments of Owa can be reasoned 
by one of ordinary skill in the art as set forth above by the first embodiment of Owa because the 
modified system would increase more flexible and efficiencies to the printing system if the large 
number of printers and a plurality of host computers are connected to the printing system via a 
server so that the server would control to communicate with both of the input devices and the 
output devices. Such modification would allow the server easily selects the large number of 
printers and just reports the status of the selected printers to each requested host computer. 

As to claim 12, Owa discloses every feature discussed in claim 11, and Owa further 
teaches the controls means varies contents of the information in accordance with the function of 
the first image formation apparatus or the function of the second apparatus (the printer state 
management table 24 from 21 in fig. 7 and fig. 9a indicates the different information of the 
different types of printers is managed in the print data generation system 21 in fig. 7. Therefore, 
the printer is selected for printing each print page based on the printer state of each printer "col. 
8, lines 24-27"). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 



6. 



Claims 1-6 are allowed. 



Claims 1 and 6 are independent claims. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
As to claims 1 and 6, Owa teaches either the host computer or the server for controlling 
to separately output the color pages and/or monochrome pages or other characteristics from the 
page document to one or more the printers. However, Owa does not teach the print server for 
outputting image data mixedly including BW and color data, comprising " determination means 
for determining one of the BW image formation apparatus and the color image formation 
apparatus , which has an inserter having a sheet path not passing through a fixing unit, as a base; 
and instruction means for inserting the one of the BW page and the color page, set through the 
inserter and previously output, and simultaneously instructing to output the other of the BW page 
and the color page ". Therefore, the above underlined limitations of this claim would be 
allowable. 

7. Claims 9-10 and 19-20 are objected. 

Claims 9-10 and 19-20 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claims 7 
and 17 respectively, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

As to claim 9, Owa, from the teaching of the third embodiment, teaches the transmission 
timing for the print data to the printer which is controlled based on the type of image data such as 
the color data or monochrome data or the print resolution from image data "col. 16, lines 43-47 
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and 53-55". However, Owa does not teach " control means makes the different transmitting 
timing of the both kind image data to both of forming apparatuses in accordance with the fact 
that which of the first image formation apparatus and the second image formation apparatus have 
a second function to perform processing for feeding a previously image formed sheet, to which 
image formation processing has not to be performed ". Therefore, the above underlined 
limitations of this claim would be allowable. 

As to claim 19, Owa, from the teaching of the third embodiment, teaches the transmission 
timing for the print data to the printer which is controlled based on the type of image data such as 
the color data or monochrome data or the print resolution from image data "col. 16, lines 43-47 
and 53-55". However, Owa does not teach " control means makes the different transmitting 
timing of the image data to the first image formation apparatus and the other forming apparatuses 
in accordance with the fact that which of the first image formation apparatus and the other image 
formation apparatuses have a second function to perform processing for feeding a previously 
image formed sheet, to which image formation processing has not to be performed ". Therefore, 
the above underlined limitations of this claim would be allowable. 
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